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letter be addressed to the Poor-law Board, requesting that
they will suggest a plan, under which such choice on the part
of the poor may be thoroughly secured; or, in the event of
the same being considered impracticable by the commissioners,
as it is by the gitarclians, that the allopathic system of practice
alone may for the present be pursued."
Such is the present state of matters in the Honiton Union

respecting the treatment of the poor confided to the care of
one of the medical officers.

Correspondence.

THE GRESHAM ASSURANCE OFFICE AND THE
LATE TRIAL.

"Audi al terampartem."

To the Editor rif THE LANCET.
SiR,-The fatigues of general practice are little calculated to

increase the energies of the brain; as an antidote to them, I
look forward with pleasure to the arrival of THE LANCET, in
perusing which I am assisted by the moderate enjoyment of
the "noxious weed"-a cigar-so much condemned in a lead-
ing article of last week. I am perfectly satisfied, if you knew
and had felt the soothing effects of good tobacco, the use, and
not the abuse of it, would be rather upheld than discouraged
by you, despite the monarchial connterblast of James, or the
feeling of infra dignitate of professional bearing !
My cogent reason for addressing you arises from some ob-

servations respecting myself, which appeared in last week’s
LANCET, and in justice to yourself, and the directors of the
Gresham Life Assurance Office, the management of which,
like all mundane affairs, is not perfect, and in the present in-
stance, no doubt, involves a question of vital importance to
the medical profession. It would be the height of vanity and
ingratitude in me were my humble efiorts directed in any
way to counterbalance the generally acknowledged benefits
showered down on the profession by the arduous task under-
taken and carried out by you, of upholding and advancing our
interests, but it strikes me that you only require to be set

right, in order that you give unto " Ca3sar the things that are
C2esar’s;" and in the case alluded to of Giles Clement, that
your condemnation of " culpable" and wilful ignorance," is
not applicable. After the answers sent in by him, and the exa-
mination of the medical officer, how could the office refer to
me, when it was informed that the assurer had "not employed
any medical man of late years?" On this hinges the whole of
your accusation; would the New Equitable refuse a life under
such circumstances ? 1
As r !gards myself, I am at a loss to conceive how medical

practitioners can refuse to be " placed in a witness-box"
when summoned, or condescend to deviate from the truth,
when on their oath to speak it, whether the object be, " to
save the treasury of assurance offices," to elicit facts, or sub-
stantiate treachery. I cannot see that information thus
afforded ought to be purchased or given unwillingly by intel-
lectual or honest characters. There is no doubt that Giles
Clement had been labouring under enlarged prostate (from a
scrofulous diathesis) for many years, and that his sufferings
and general condition resulted from this cause, confirmed and
kept up, as his symptoms were, by irregularity. Under these
circumstances, I repeat that I think the office in question had
but one duty to perform in InstigaMng and carrying out this
legal investigation; and it is my opinion, in order that the
medical profession may receive due consideration and just
feeling, with public bodies, that they also act with that inde-
pendence and generosity which characterizes members of an
enlightened and liberal body. The subject offers a wide field
for our vigilant research, and requires only a few such cham-
pions as yourself to place us on a right footing with ourselves,
and with the world at large.

I have the honour to be, sir, your obedient servant,
W. SETH GILL.

OPIUM-TAKING

To the Editor of THE LANCET.
SiR,&mdash;I feel deeply indebted to your correspondent, 11 Ate-

dicus," for bringing the case of the opium-eaters before the
profession. In one respect lie has the advantage over myself.
I am not aware that I have as yet met a single fellow-labourer
in that department, and therefore I have had no opportunity 

of comparing others’ personal experience with my own. In
treating " delirium cum tremore" I have of course had ample’
opportunity of remarking what strong doses are required, and
how very quickly afterwards on such occasions the drug may
again be entirely dispensed with. I think on inquiry it would
be found that the use of opium and its preparations has usually
been resorted to in the first instance to relieve physical pain
alone. In my case, as far as the mental effects of it are con-
cerned, I would leave it off to-morrow; but having many years
ago been initiated into its use in the form of " Dover’s powder"
to relieve the neuralgic pains of rheumatic gout and irritable
bladder, I could find no effectual substitute; and perceiving
that with its use mental irritability was also much relieved, I
certainly was betrayed into taking opium in larger quantities
subsequently, by reason not only of intense mental anxiety,
but also because I was a houseless wanderer without the
means of providing myself sufficient food, and what was worse,
I had a family in the same predicament. Into darker scenes
and more complicated wretchedness, I will not further enter.
It has pleased the Almighty to remove the shadow from our
path, and my now bright and happy home is of itself a suffi-
cient repose.

I have long enjoyed most excellent health, and am capable
of a great amount of fatigue, but no one can conceive the
pains I suffer in my legs and arms if I attempt a night’s rest
without my usual dose. The attempt I have frequently made;
I have fatigued myself excessively, smoked tobacco, and taken
brandy, colchicum, and such-like, excessively, altogether and
separate; but it was of no use ; in fact, the greater the fatigue,,
the greater the pain.
Now, in one way only can I find there is a probability of

ridding myself of my disagreeable necessity, so long as I con-
tinue in my good health; and that is, not to divide the daily
dose-not to take it in the form of drams. By this means I
have reduced myself to an ounce at a time. I may as well
remark, that I do not find the use of laudanum in any way
interfere with my usual routine. I take a little malt liquor
at dinner, and in the evening. Spirits I seldom touch, and
wine is a thing I never cared to drink.

If opium-eating is a vice, the consumer alone is the prin-
cipal sufferer. It never betrays its victim into those gross
and sensual excesses which make the drunkard the pest of
society. Something perhaps might even be said in favour of
its moral tendencies; but although an apologist for its use, I
am not its advocate, and would willingly get rid of the expense
of it altogether.

I am, Sir, your very obedient servant,
SPES.

MORE WONDERS IN MEDICINE.
’1’0 the Editor of THE E LA-NCET.

SiR-In your journal of the 7th June, under the title of
" More Wonders in Medicine," you speak of a new way to
cure an old disease recently discovered by M. Desterne, and
refer to the new method of curing sciatica by cauterizing the
lobe of the ear.
Of M. Desterne’s wonderful achievements I know nothing;

but hope, for the sake of suffering humanity, that his new
operation with the probe may be equally successful in the
hands of English surgeons.
’ Of the application of le caut&egrave;re actuel to the lobe of the ear,
I am not quite so ignorant, having noted several cases of scia-
tica so treated at the St. Louis, by M. lllalg2igne, who, if my
memory fails me not, stated in one of his clinical lectures, that
he had piclced up the idea from an old Scotch author.
Be this as it may, the originator of the practice will not, I

fear, have much claim on the gratitude of future generations.
In my opinion, and in that of my friends who watched the
cases with me, no real benefit was derived from the ear-
frizzling, in those cases of sciatica the genuineness of which
admitted not of a doubt. Of course the sudden and painful
application of the,fer rouge astonished the poor sufferers, and
sometimes made them leap out of bed as if le diable had been
getting in on the other side. The malingerers were cured,
but the honest patients expressed themselves as being but
little better on our next visit.

I recollect, some twelve or fourteen years ago, a man applied
for admission into the Liverpool workhouse, feigning to be
deaf and dumb, when the resident surgeon, after a short ex-
amination, suddenly applied the red-hot poker to his cheek,
and the utterance of a few elegant epithets, which seemed to
come from the very bottom of his grateful heart, left no doubt
as to the skill of the chirurgeon and the potency of the re-
medy.


